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Wisdom - Affect and Effect
Introduction:
 Note the mention of body parts in this chapter: [1] stomach (16-17), [2] heart (11,13-15,28),   
 [3] mouth/tongue/lips (1,4,7,23,26), [4] eyes/bones/ears (30-32) and [5] our feet (21).  We are   
 suggesting that wisdom will affect us inwardly and effect us outwardly.  Are you ready for an   
 anatomy lesson?

 I. Inner Affects of Wisdom (note: the discussion of stomach and heart relate to the inner person)
  A. How Wisdom Affects our Stomachs (vs.16-17)
   i. Inwardly we have an awesome reverence for the Lord.  The concept of the “fear of  
      the Lord” is throughout the passage.  The last verse (v.33) states, “The fear of the  
      lord is the instruction of wisdom, and before honor is humility.”  God is aware of our  
      hearts (v.11), and he knows our motivation.  Do we have an awesome reverence for  
      the Lord?  Are we humble?
   ii. Inwardly we should be motivated by love (v.17).  How much do the other members  
       of your family sense you love them?
  B. How wisdom effects our hearts
   i. Inwardly we are “merry” (vs.13-15).  Note that a “merry” heart makes for a cheerful  
      counteenance” and that a “merry” heart “maketh a continual feast”.
   ii. Inwardly we have discernment (v.28).  We do not just respond, we “study” our   
      answers.  Look at the passage.  Because of our discernment, God hears our   
      prayers.
 II. Effects of Wisdom (note discussion of eyes, ears and feet)
  A. How Wisdom Effects our Eyes and Ears (vs.30-32)
   i. Outwardly we are careful about what we see.  The concept of the “light of the eye”  
      relates cauto\iousness of what we see.  
   ii. Outwardly our ears are open to “reproof”.  If we are open to reproof, we get   
      “understanding”...getting excited yet?

Conclusion
Let’s conclude on a negative note.  Verse 4 and 13 relate that the human spirit can be broken.  The word 
literally means “crushed”.  Have you had any experiences that crushed you?  Have you crushed others?
  


